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What we're facing

Every day, decisions are made that affect all of us—laws,

regulations, and other policy choices that have the potential

to make our communities safer, healthier, fairer, and better
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prepared for a challenging future.

If these decisions are to be practical and effective, they must

be grounded in facts and evidence. If they are to be just and

equitable, everyone in the community must have a voice in

their making. Thus science and democracy are indispensable

partners in ensuring that public decisions serve the public

interest.

But the public interest doesn’t necessarily align with the

interests of the powerful. As a result, science and democracy

are often targeted by those who see their bottom lines or

political power at stake. These attacks do real harm when

they succeed—and those of us already carrying the heaviest

burdens, communities of color and people living in poverty,

suffer most.

The Center for Science and Democracy at the Union of

Concerned Scientists works for strong, independent public

science, a robust, transparent democracy, justice for

overburdened communities, and the effective use of science

in making policy that serves the common good. You can help.

Learn more

https://www.ucsusa.org/science-democracy/independent-science
https://www.ucsusa.org/science-democracy/evidence-based-decisions
https://www.ucsusa.org/science-democracy/healthier-democracy
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2024 CSD Election
Science Task Force

We've assembled an Election Science

Task Force, who are actively working

to make our electoral system as

representative and reflective of our

society as it can be.

Sign up for UCS email today.

Get the latest updates on holding public officials

accountable and how you can help right from

your inbox.

By signing up, you’ll receive emails from UCS. You can opt out at any time.
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Get involved

SCIENCE & DEMOCRACY | SCIENTIFIC INTEGRITY

Science Forward

Only policies based on the best available science can move us forward.

Help strengthen scientific
integrity at federal
agencies.

TAKE ACTION

SCIENCE & DEMOCRACY | DEMOCRACY & JUSTICE

Building A Healthier Democracy

We need a democracy that gives everyone a voice in decisionmaking if we want policies that

truly serve the common good.

Urge Congress to prioritize
science-based election
reforms.
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How we work

https://www.ucsusa.org/take-action/science-forward
https://secure.ucsusa.org/a/2023-agency-scientific-integirity
https://secure.ucsusa.org/a/2023-agency-scientific-integirity
https://secure.ucsusa.org/a/2023-agency-scientific-integirity
https://secure.ucsusa.org/a/2023-agency-scientific-integirity
https://secure.ucsusa.org/a/2023-agency-scientific-integirity
https://www.ucsusa.org/take-action/healthier-democracy
https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/d-JiaV8Et0yhZi_EMHx9aA2
https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/d-JiaV8Et0yhZi_EMHx9aA2
https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/d-JiaV8Et0yhZi_EMHx9aA2
https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/d-JiaV8Et0yhZi_EMHx9aA2
https://secure.ucsusa.org/onlineactions/d-JiaV8Et0yhZi_EMHx9aA2


LEARN MORE

Research the world’s most pressing issues

Fight misinformation and defend science

Communicate with the media, the public, and
decisionmakers

Mobilize our 500,000 supporters to advocate for
change
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Fenceline
Communities Better
Protected from
Chemical Disasters

UCS has worked for years to draw

attention to weak standards that do

not protect workers and adjacent

communities from potential

chemical plant disasters. A new

EPA rule strengthens requirements

for such facilities’ preparedness

and prevention.

READ BLOG

SEE ALL
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Officials Altered
Report on Safety
Devices in Trucks

Officials at the DOT ordered the

removal of scientific research and

science-based recommendations

from an agency report.

SEE ALL

Ümit Yıldırım/Unsplash

From our blog

May 27, 2024

In the Race for
Clean Energy, the
United States is
Both a Leader and a
Laggard—Here’s
How

May 23, 2024

Danger Season 2024:
It’s Already Started

May 23, 2024

Three Policy Issues
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Related resources
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Scientist
Community
Partnerships

Scientist-community

partnerships can

help level the

playing field for

communities that

are being shut out of

important policy

discussions, and

UCS is taking an

active role in

fostering these

collaborations.

What We Need
to Make
Democracy
Work

Journalist Jesse J.

Holland talks with

Jess about changes

in journalism and

communicating

science in the age of

social media.

2024 CSD
Election
Science Task
Force

We've assembled an

Election Science

Task Force, who are

actively working to

make our electoral

system as

representative and

reflective of our

society as it can be.

The State of
the Science
Dr. Mindy Romero,

founder of the

Center for Inclusive

Democracy at the

University of

Southern California,

talks with Jess about

election science.
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